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Draw Deadlines 







May 31: 
‘Uy i. aK 
} Moose Draw 3 
August 2: ' 
¥ Antlerless Deer Draw 
August 31: 


Controlled Deer Draw 


Call 1-800-288-1155 to enter draws 
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DAKOTA RU LES. RULE *1: COMPROMISE IS FOR RELATIONSHIPS, NOT TRUCKS. 


THE ALL-NEW 2005 DODGE DAKOTA is the only pickup in its class* with a 
choice of V8 engines. So you get Best-in-Class* available torque and towing 
capability** — no compromising between work and play here. Dakota also rules 
with the most overall interior room, delivering comfortable seating for up to six 
and adult-size room for three in the back. It’s bigger, stronger, smoother, more 
versatile and more refined than ever. Plus it’s packed with Dodge attitude just the 
way you like it. The new Dakota’s also big on value — Dakota Club Cab™ starts 
at $24,605*. Learn the rest of the Dakota Rules at or call 


* Based on competitive information available at time of printing. ** When properly equipped. t MSRP for 2005 Dodge Dakota ST 
Club Cab 4x2; MSRP for 2005 Dodge Dakota Laramie Quad Cab 4x4 as shown is $39,315. $1,050 freight extra. Retailers may sell for less. 


RedHead® Pro Series Fleece. 100% dry. 100% quiet. 100% scent free. 
Today, he looks through you. Not at you. 


¢ Completely lined with , ¢ 380 grams of high-count 


ClimaFlex™ Scent-Lok, . __ tricot fleece with 
the most advanced __ ; , ie waterproof lamination 
scent-adsorption . at . 4A et offers protection with 


technology anywhere “a i’ a breathability 


¢ 2-way waterproof 
zippers 


¢ Totally seam sealed for 4 fw 
waterproof/windproof ; : = ae Scent/waterproof 
protection A ' SS , =p piezips 


¢ Elastic VELCRO® val, } 
brand closure cuffs : ‘ y 5 | 


Available at 
Available in Mossy Oak® 
New Break-Up® and Realtree 
Hardwoods Green® HD™ 


Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-10pm, Sun 10am-7pm 


Hwy. 400 & Rutherford Rd., One Bass Pro Mills Drive, Vaughan, ON (905) 761-4000 Outdoor ,World 


A SPORTSMEN’S SHOW FOR SPORTSMEN! 


/ J AL Plan to Attend 
y_ - ‘| 2005 Lo sale: Sent 2-1 evene Serna 
pl o | Lowest Prices of the Year! 
t 
; 2 U NTI NG Free Seminars ¢ Huge Displays ¢ Visit with 
, Manufacturers’ Reps * Meet Pros and Celebrities 
( LASS j  o Free Admission.and Free Parking 


See basspro.com for info 
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Kodiak 450 4x4 
Special Edition 





t may be'ctamouflage; 
but youll still stand oul! 


Yamaha proudly introduces 
the 2005 Kodiak 450, 400 and 
Special Edition camouflage 450. 
Independent rear suspension and 





bold new front end styling. at \ 

fi fresh look and a smoother ride, AWE " fen\\ 
combined with the Kodiak’s , ; . aN AP 
legendary toughness and agility iy, . 


Yamaha, the most reliable 
ATUs on the planet. Period. 


ALL-NEW 


aa ~~ 
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Always wear an approved helmet, eye protection and protective riding gear. Do not drink or take drugs and operate. Read your owner's manual. Operate safely and respect the environment. Avoid excessive speed. Yamaha Motor Canada Ltd. 
encourages all operators to enroll in a recognized off-road vehicle safety training course. This vehicle is intended to be operated by persons 16 years of age or older. Check vehicle use restrictions for your riding areas before using. 
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ach fall, the arrival of hunting 

season is eagerly awaited by 

many Ontario residents and 
visitors to the province. Hunting is a 
tradition that stretches back for 
generations and is an important part 
of Ontario’s history. 


Hunters have long been active in the 
conservation movement and continue 
to give of their time and resources to 
support wildlife management. The 
Ontario government appreciates your 
contribution. 


The Fish and Wildlife Heritage 
Commission, called for under the 
Heritage Hunting and Fishing Act, has 
now been established. Commission 
members will provide advice to the 
Minister of Natural Resources on 
hunting, fishing and other fish and 
wildlife related activities and initiatives. 


In recent years, the government has 
been able to increase hunting 
opportunities while making sure 
that wildlife populations remain 
sustainable. 


A healthy and abundant deer 
population has allowed the number of 
antlerless deer validation tags on offer 
to increase by 12 per cent in 2004, and 
the total of additional deer seals 
offered in 2004 to double. 


New hours for wild turkey hunting will 
be in place in 2005. The hunting day is 
being extended by seven hours, and 
additional Wildlife Management Units 
(WMUs) will open in 2005. 


Starting in 2005, the government will 
increase opportunities for northern 
Ontario hunters to receive an adult 
moose validation tag. A second adult 
moose tag draw will be conducted for 
those northern resident hunters who 
applied in Wildlife Management Units 
north of the French and Mattawa rivers 
and who were not successful in the 
regular 2005 draw and the previous 
two annual draws. 


The government is working to conserve, 
monitor and protect wolf populations 
across the province and ensure that the 
wolf continues to play a key role in 
Ontario ecosystems. As a result, the 
province has put forward a number of 
proposed regulations and a draft Wolf 
Strategy, which build on steps already 
taken to protect the eastern wolf in 
Algonquin Provincial Park. 


Second seals for black bear were made 
available to resident hunters in selected 
WMUs for the fall 2004 season. 
Mandatory reporting for resident bear 
hunters is a new requirement for 2005, 
and consideration is being given to 
increased opportunities for tourist 
operators. 


Of special note in this year’s summary is 
a new section on field dressing and 
handling of wild game. Unlike domestic 
animals that go through licensed 
processing plants, meat from wild game 
is not government inspected. This places 
a special duty on the hunter to field 
dress, transport and process wild game 


Ontario 


in a manner that ensures the final meat 


product is as safe as possible for human 
consumption. Meat safety is a priority in 
Ontario, and hunters should review this 
information to ensure that they are 
doing their part. 


This year, many hunters will be 
renewing their Outdoors Card. Your 
Outdoors Card and licence fees are put 
into a Special Purpose Account and 
used exclusively for fish and wildlife 
management. Ontario’s wildlife 
management program helps to ensure 
that our wildlife is conserved for future 
generations. Each of you can work 
with us in this important and 
worthwhile effort. 
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Important Telephone Numbers and Dates for Ontario Hunters 


General Inquiry Telephone Numbers 





Outdoors Card Centre (lost or stolen cards and general card inquiries) ............ 0.0.0. cece eee eee 1-800-387-7011 
Outdoors Card renewal (available all year) ........... 0.0.0.0 0c ee eee 1-800-288-1155 or www.outdoorscard.mnr.gov.on.ca 
Ministry of Natural Resources general inquiry line... 21... tte e ens 1-800-667-1940 
Im P@LErDOLOUPNY 5 fic. 2d ceh nace arene eat ges ae sete wae pein feta ace ach ats Auab dlaelaarmatatoth ace non eyes aya wae arass (705) 755-2000 


Automated Telephone Licensing Line* — 1-800-288-1155 


Wild turkey licensing telephone system ............ 0.0 teen en ene available March 1 to April 30 
Moose licensing and draw application system .... 1.0... 0. cece ete eens available April 25 to May 31 
Antlerless deer licensing and draw application system ........... 0.0. c cence eee available March 1 to August 2 
Controlled deer hunt draw application system .......... 0... cece ene available August 3 to August 31 
Additional deer seals telephone system. ... 1.2.0... 0.0 cece teens available August 8 to August 31 


* Please note these are automated systems and you must enter information using your telephone key pad. 
Please listen carefully, and follow the instructions when using this system. 


Draw Results Line — 1-800-288-1155 


IMGOSe:- raw Test tS cca. keiilediia.cmcttartos hyeowe- sine grabbed distin: Sopi hate Madi ah et andes iateles aneecastely ok available August 1 to December 31 
Antlerless deer draw results... 0... ete eas available September 8 to December 31 
Controlled deer hunt draw results... 0... 0... cette available October 15 to December 31 


Other Important Telephone Numbers 


Canadian Firearms Centte wo io3 ec sta eae de a Peed ati haad Phe Awd, Wee haedid ded SHA ares Rldued diet dupe aiacks 1-800-731-4000 


Canadian Wildlife Service (waterfowl seasons) ........... 000 t ete eee e eee 1-905-336-6410 
Non-Toxic Shot Information 20.5. i sccee. sce bade ede dete eae eee eae wee bea aa ea pea ae 1-800-267-5171 
Batided) Birds REPORG 8 ag i.e a dipk eo toy wisi oral See tine a aad a ake deans Bee eae nae MS Re alate eae heated 1-800-327-2263 
Crime Stoppers (report a poacher Canada wide)... 1.0.0.0... cece tenets 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) 
Forest Fires in the 705 area code (north of the French/Mattawa rivers)............ 0.00 cece ee eee 1-888-863 FIRE (3473) 
Forest Fires in the 807 area code (northwestern Ontario) .... 0.0.0... ees 1-888-284-FIRE (3473) 
Hats: fot Hides. fs.c4 42 ndrtdudaerdaieusebrubed shad spec rags dbehe. cading bodes bekad Peees 1-888-873-3319 


Important Dates for Ontario Hunters 


Small game licences available .... 0... 2. teen e eet nett ene e tne n nee All year 
Wild turkey automated telephone licensing. ............ 0... c eects available March 1 to April 30 
Wild turkey paper licences become available .... 2.0.0.0... 0c etc ene tnt ene n ees January 
Moose automated telephone licensing and draw application ............. 0.0.0 cece ee eee eee available April 25 to May 31 
Moose licences and validation tag applications become available ........... 0.0... c cece teens March 
Moose validation tag draw deadline . 1.0.0... een eee tenet beeen tees May 31 
Moose validation tag draw results line opens... 0.0... cette eee nae August 1 
Moose surplus validation tag information from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (EDT) - 1-800-363-3730..............-. August 15 
Black bear licences become available ... 0.0.1... eee e ene ene eee nent ee March 
Black bear second seals become available .... 0... 0... ccc ete e ene e beeen ene nee August 
Antlerless deer automated telephone licensing and draw application....................0-. available March 1 to August 2 
Resident's and farmer's deer licences become available... 1.0.00... 0. ete t teens February 
Antlerless deer validation tag draw deadline .. 1.1.0... ieee tent e nent enna August 2 
Antlerless deer validation tag draw results line opens... 2... 0... eee ete eet e teens September 8 
Controlled deer hunt automated telephone draw application ............... 0.000000 eae available August 3 to August 31 
Controlled deer hunt draw paper application becomes available ......... 0.0... eect en ees August 1 
Controlled deer hunt draw application deadline... 2.0.0.0... tne August 31 
Controlled deer hunt draw results line opens ........00 0.0 eee eee n tenes October 15 
Additional deer seals automated telephone sales line..... 2.0.0.0... 000 e cee eee ee available August 8 to August 31 
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Please Note: New and Pending Changes........................ 4-5 
Maps 

Map 1 (includes WMUs 79 to 95) ... 0.2... eee eee 6-7 

Map 2 (includes WMUs 46 to 78) ...... 0.0.0. cece eee eee 8-9 

Map 3 (includes WMUs 1 to 45). 0.0.0... 0... 10-11 
2005 Licence Information .................00 000 cece eens 13 
Licence Requirements ..................00 00. c cece eens 14 
Hunter Safety Education.................0 0... c cece ene 19 
General Regulations ............... 0.0.0. ccc ce cee 21 


Firearms, Methods of Hunting, Crown Lands, Conservation 
Officers, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act 


Wild Turkey Regulations.............. 00.0... cece eee 28 
Moose Regulations .................. 0.0 teens 30 
Deer Regulations. .............0.0 00.0.0 c cc ccc eens 56 
Black Bear Regulations............ 2.0... 0. 0c ccc eee ee ris 
Small Game Regulations.................. 00.0. e cee 81 
Game Birds s.cc36066osece ob dP eee a bw Ved Oe Ade ce dnean Oa 82 
Small Mammals .... 0.0... .0..0.0 00 ce eens 84 
Wolf and Coyote... c..c ees a cued bode eae Ooh eke eee a oa 86 
Game Amphibians and Reptiles.............. 00.00 c eee eee 87 
Waterfowl Information. ...............0.00.00 00 cece eee 88 
Preparing Wild Game .............. 2.0.0.0... 0c ccc eens 92 
Definitions :<.3 5 cc do5 ts. eae gee ea a ane a Ad) ea Pa 94 
Ministry of Natural Resources Offices........................00. 96 





All proceeds from the sale of advertisements appearing in this publication will be 
applied in support of fish and wildlife management programs in Ontario. The 
province of Ontario and the Ministry of Natural Resources neither endorse products 
or services offered in the advertisements nor accept any liability arising from the 
use of such products or services. 


Cover: detail from Early Season Strut by Trevor Tennant 


Photo credits: 

J.D. Taylor, pp. 4, 20, 31, 35, 47, 56 
Blair Dawson, pp. 1, 28, 60 
Martyn Obbard, p. 77 
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Cette publication est également disponible en francais. Pour en obtenir un exemplaire, priére de 
composer le 1 800 667-1940 ou d’aller 4 www.mnr.gov.on.ca. On peut aussi en obtenir un 
exemplaire au bureau le plus proche du ministére des Richesses naturelles. 


This publication is available on the Internet: http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/pubs/pubmenu. html 
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This booklet summarizes information 
dealing with hunting licences and 
hunting laws. This summary is 
neither a legal document nor a 
complete collection of the current 
regulations. It is meant to be a 
convenient reference only. For 
complete details, see: 

a) the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Act, 1997, C.41 
and the Regulations made under 
this Act; 

b) the Migratory Birds Convention 
Act - Canada and the Migratory 
Birds Regulations; and, 

c) the Endangered Species Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, c. E.15 and the 
Regulations made under this Act. 

d) the Species at Risk Act- Canada 
with regard to scheduled 
threatened, endangered and 
extirpated species and their 
critical habitat. 


Each wildlife species or group of 
species has a section in this 
summary. Each section deals with 
basic regulations on hunting the 
species including open season tables 
(showing when and where you can 
hunt that species). The maps that 
show Wildlife Management Unit 
(WMU) boundaries appear on pages 
6-11 of this booklet. 


See the Definitions on page 94 for 
an explanation of terms found 
throughout this summary. You 

can obtain specific details of the 
Regulations (including more accurate 
descriptions of Wildlife Management 
Unit boundaries) from local MNR 
offices. 
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Hunter Safety Education 


Hunter Education Courses and Examinations 


The Ontario Hunter Education Program has been in place for 
over 40 years and has graduated more than 1,000,000 new 
hunters since its inception. Hunter education across North 
America has contributed to a steady decline in hunting 
related incidents resulting in injury, making hunting today a 
safe outdoor recreational activity. 


Ontario’s Hunter Education Program is administered by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources in partnership with the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters. It is delivered by 
approximately 300 certified instructors across the province. 
For a list of Hunter Education Instructors in your area please 
contact an MNR office, or the Ontario Federation of Anglers 
and Hunters at (705) 748-5785. To purchase Ontario's 
Hunter Education Manual, contact the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters. 


Students are encouraged to take a “One-Stop” combined 
course (Ontario Hunter Education Course and Canadian 
Firearms Safety Course). Graduates will meet provincial 
training requirements to obtain a hunting licence and the 
federal training requirements for firearms ownership. 


Ontario residents applying for their first Ontario licence to 
hunt, and residents who cannot provide proof of having held 
a hunting licence after January 1, 1968, must complete 
Ontario’s Hunter Education Course (OHEC) and pass the 
examination. 


To obtain hunting accreditation, a new Ontario resident, who 
can provide proof of resident hunting licence accreditation 
from any jurisdiction, may attempt the OHEC examination 
without taking the course. If unsuccessful, the course must be 
taken before attempting the exam again. 


Hunter Apprenticeship Safety Program 


The Hunter Apprenticeship Safety Program is designed to 
enhance the existing Hunter Education Program by allowing 
individuals the opportunity to safely develop their hunting 
skills while under the direct and immediate supervision of a 
qualified Mentor. Any Ontario resident who is 12 years of age 


or older and who has successfully completed the Ontario 
Hunter Education Course (OHEC) and exam is eligible to 
participate. The Hunter Apprenticeship Safety Program is 
mandatory for qualified participants under the age of 15 but 
is optional for new hunters who are 15 years of age or over. 


Hunter safety is an integral component of this program and 
the following conditions apply to participants of the Hunter 
Apprenticeship Safety Program: 


1. Apprentice must be a resident of Ontario. 

2. Written parental permission is required if the 
Apprentice is 12 to 15 years of age. 

3. Apprentice must successfully complete the Ontario 
Hunter Education Course (OHEC) and pass the 
examination. 

4. Apprentice must carry a Hunter Apprenticeship Safety 
Card while hunting. 

5. Apprentice, while hunting, must be under the direct and 
immediate supervision of a hunter (Mentor) who is 18 
years of age or older and who holds a valid Outdoors 
Card and licence to hunt the species of game being 
hunted. 

6. Apprentice must share a single firearm (gun, bow or 
crossbow) with the Mentor. 

7. If the species of game being hunted is wild turkey, the 
Apprentice must have successfully completed the Wild 
Turkey Education Course and exam. 

8. If the species of game being hunted is a migratory game 
bird, the Apprentice must be the holder of a Migratory 
Game Bird Hunting Permit. 

9. Any game (except for migratory birds) taken by the 
Apprentice must be included in the bag limit of the 
Mentor. 

10. Apprenticeship is valid for up to three years and is not 
renewable. 

11. Mentor is responsible to ensure that the Apprentice 
complies with the regulations while hunting under the 
Mentor’s supervision. 


For additional information on the Hunter Apprenticeship 
Safety Program, contact an MNR office, see page 96. 


Boating Tips for Hunters 


In the fall when water temperatures are low, your chances of survival if you fall overboard are considerably reduced. 


Remain with your boat and try to pull yourself out of the water. 


e Wear your life vest. 


¢ Don’t wear open-top rubber boots or waders. You're sure to sink if you fall overboard. Carry a pair of ankle boots to 


wear in the boat. 


e Control your hunting dog. A rowdy retriever can capsize a boat. Keep your dog quiet and under control. 


¢ Don’t stand up in a small boat. If you want to change places, or if Mother Nature calls, go ashore. 


See regulations regarding “Use of Vehicles or Boats” on page 23. 
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Preventable Hunting Violations 


Most hunters understand and follow Ontario’s Hunting 
Regulations, but some common mistakes are made by 
hunters every year that can result in a violation. The Ministry 
of Natural Resources wants to help hunters avoid mistakes 
that may, inadvertently, put them in violation of the law. 


Ontario’s Most Common and Preventable Hunting 
Violations Are: 


20 


Loaded Firearm in Vehicle or Motorboat: It is illegal to 
possess a loaded firearm in or on a vehicle or motorboat. 
This is unsafe and has resulted in accidents, including 
fatalities. (See the definition of vehicle on page 95.) 


Unencased Firearms: You must unload and encase 
firearms in your possession during the period from a 
half hour after sunset to a half hour before sunrise. The 
only exception is for licensed night raccoon hunters. 


Shooting from a Public Road: It is illegal to shoot from, 
down or across a public road while hunting. 


Possession of a Loaded Firearm on a Roadway: 

In most of southern Ontario (south of the French and 
Matttawa Rivers) it is generally unlawful to have a 
firearm that is loaded unless the hunter is either across 
the fence line where one exists, or at least 8 metres from 
the traveled portion of the roadway where there are 

no fences. 


Failure to Wear Fluorescent Orange: In Ontario during 
the gun season for deer and moose, all hunters must 
visibly wear both a fluorescent orange vest/coat and hat. 
During open season for bear, all bear hunters must wear 
fluorescent orange except while in a tree stand. 
Camouflage hunter orange patterns are not allowed. 
(This regulation does not apply to waterfowl hunters.) 


Game Sealing Violations: These violations range from 
forgetting to notch the game seal or improperly applying 
the seal when harvesting a big game animal, to 
transferring or misusing game seals. Hunters are 
reminded that detailed instructions are printed on each 
big game seal and in this Summary. 


Carrying Another Person’s Game Seal: While hunting, a 
person may not possess another person’s game seal. This 
applies to moose, deer, bear and wild turkey 

game seals. 
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Failure to Retain Evidence of Gender on Moose: When 
there are gender restrictions on the harvest of game, the 
sex organs must be transported attached to the carcass. 
This is required for all adult moose harvested in Ontario. 


Hunting in the Wrong Area: For example, a licence 
validation tag is only valid in a specific Wildlife 
Management Unit and cannot be legally used in 
another area. 


Trespassing: Hunters must have permission to enter 
private land, even if the intent is just to cross the private 
land to reach public land. Private property does not 
necessarily have to be posted to deny access. Every year, 
trespassing results in more and more property being 
posted and no longer available to hunters. 


Failure to Carry Licence on Person: Hunters must carry 
the licence, any validation tag and any game seals with 
them while hunting. Failure to do so often results in 
wasted time for the Conservation Officer, a spoiled hunt 
for the hunter and can result in fines and/or seized 
equipment. 


Abandonment of Game: It is illegal to abandon game or 
allow it to spoil. 


Please contact your local Conservation 
Officer or MNR district office if you 
have a question regarding the hunting 
regulations in your area. 





General Regulations 


Firearms 


Firearms include air or pellet guns, bows and crossbows. You 
may use semi-automatic or repeating firearms for hunting in 
Ontario, but not handguns or fully automatic firearms. Air 
and pellet pistols with a muzzle velocity less than 500 feet 
per second may be used for hunting in Ontario. For storage 
and transportation information, contact your local police 
department. 


A firearm is considered to be loaded if it has a cartridge in 
the chamber or in a magazine that is attached to the firearm. 


You must plug a semi-automatic or repeating shotgun so 
that it will not hold more than a total of three shells in the 
chamber and magazine combined. Under the Criminal Code 
of Canada you cannot possess any clip/magazine that holds 
more than five shots for a semi-automatic centre fire rifle 
unless that clip/magazine has been specifically exempted 
pursuant to the Firearms Regulations. 


A muzzle-loader is a gun that is loaded through the muzzle. 
A percussion muzzle-loading gun is considered to be loaded 
if there is a charge of powder and a projectile in the barrel 
and a percussion cap on the nipple. A flintlock muzzle- 
loading gun is considered to be loaded if there is a charge of 
powder and a projectile in the barrel and the vent is 
unplugged. 


A crossbow is considered to be loaded if the bow is cocked 
and there is a bolt in the crossbow. A bow other than a 
crossbow is considered to be loaded if the bow is strung and 
an arrow is cocked. 


The draw length of a bow (compound, recurve, long) is 
measured from the outer edge of the main riser (handle), 
following the line of an arrow to the anchor point. 


The draw length of a crossbow is measured along the bolt 
ramp (where the bolt rests) from outer edge of the main 
limb, to the anchor point (release latch mechanism) at full 
draw. 


The length of an arrow is measured from the base of the 
arrowhead to the bottom of the nock slot. 


You must not discharge firearms from or across any right 
of way for public vehicular traffic in any part of Ontario 
designated in the Regulations or from or across the 
travelled portion in any other area. This does not apply to 
an unmaintained right of way unless the regulations provide 
otherwise. Generally, you are not allowed to have a loaded 
firearm between the fences, or if no fences, within eight 
metres from the edge of the travelled portion of a right of 
way for public vehicular traffic in parts of Ontario as listed in 
the Regulations. These regulations apply year round in most 
of Ontario south of the French-Mattawa river system 
(however, in some areas of southern Ontario, they only apply 
during the gun season for deer). Contact an MNR office for 
specific information. 


On the Aulneau Peninsula (WMU 7A), from September 1 to 
December 15 and from April 15 to June 15, you must not use 
a shotgun loaded with ball or with shot larger than number 

2 lead shot, steel shot that is not larger than triple BBB shot, 
bismuth shot that is not larger than double BB shot or a rifle 
of greater calibre or projectile power than a rifle known as the 
.22 calibre rim-fire rifle. The calibre limitations do not apply 
to flintlock or percussion cap muzzle-loading rifles. 


Check local sunrise-sunset times. You may only hunt from 

a half hour before sunrise to a half hour after sunset, 
except as otherwise provided. If you are in an area usually 
inhabited by wildlife, during the period from a half hour 
after sunset to a half hour before sunrise, you must unload 
and encase firearms (including air gun, pellet gun, bow or 
crossbow) in your possession. Firearms must be securely 
encased in a manner whereby they are not readily accessible. 


Some townships/municipalities have by-laws restricting the 
discharge of firearms. Check with the local municipal office 
for details. 


Remember: Hunting carelessly is an offence. Hunters who 
discharge firearms without due care and attention or 
consideration for persons and property, are liable to a fine of 
up to $25,000 or imprisonment - or both. Depending on the 
circumstances, a person may also be subject to charges under 
the Criminal Code. 


ANY hunting injury caused by the discharge of a firearm 
and which results in treatment by a physician MUST BE 
reported to a Conservation Officer. 


Contact the Canadian Firearms Centre at 1-800-731-4000 
(or http://www.cfc-ccaf.gc.ca/) for information about the 
requirements for firearm ownership, and firearms licensing. 


Hunter Orange 


The objective of the hunter orange regulation is to maximize 
hunter safety without negatively impacting hunting success. 
Under this regulation, all licensed hunters, including archery 
hunters hunting during the gun season for deer and moose, are 
required to wear hunter orange. As well, all black bear hunters 
hunting during the black bear season are required to wear hunter 
orange except when in a tree stand. (This exception is in place 
because, unlike deer and moose, black bears have colour vision.) 
Waterfowl hunters, wild turkey hunters and archery hunters in 
archery-only areas are exempt from the hunter orange requirement. 


A hunter orange garment and head cover must be worn. The 
hunter orange garment must cover a minimum of 400 square 
inches (2,580 square cm) above the waist and be visible from 
all sides. Open mesh or camouflage hunter orange must not 
be part of the 400 square inches. A hunting coat or vest 
generally meets this requirement. The hunter orange head 
cover may have: open mesh; a peak or brim colour other than 
hunter orange; a crest or logo which does not completely 
cover the hunter orange on the side where it is affixed. The 
head cover may not contain camouflage material. 

Continued on page 23. 
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Hunter orange colour standards are generally consistent 
across North America. Manufacturers can provide information 
regarding clothing compliance with this standard. 


Use of Vehicles or Boats (see Definitions page 94-95) 


Aircraft may not be used while hunting. Snowmobiles, 
vehicles or boats may not be used for chasing, pursuing, 
harassing, capturing, killing, injuring or destroying any 
wildlife. 


It is illegal to have a loaded firearm in or on, or discharge a 

firearm from, an aircraft, vehicle (including snowmobile and 

all terrain vehicle) or motor boat or anything towed by the 

boat. An exception to this rule is that a person may obtain an 

authorization through the local MNR office if the person’s 

mobility is impaired and the person meets one of the 

following criteria: 

1. A paraplegic or hemiplegic 

2. Asingle (above the knee) lower limb amputation or a 
double (below the waist) amputation 

3. Suffers severe disability, and cannot hunt without the use 
of a wheelchair or similar means of locomotion. In this 
case, must provide a medical certificate stating disability. 
The authorization is valid for a period of up to five years 
for a person with a permanent disability. 


A loaded firearm may be carried in, and discharged from a 
canoe that is being paddled, with no motor attached. You may 
not hunt moose, deer or black bear while they are swimming. 


NOTE: Restrictions on the use of motor boats. Under the Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Act a motor boat means a boat 
with a motor that is attached to the boat (see definition 
on page 94). There is an exception to this rule if you are 
hunting waterfowl in accordance with the Migratory Birds 
Convention Act. 


Under the Migratory Birds Convention Act a person may hunt 
migratory game birds from a powerboat if the motor is not in 
operation and the forward motion has ceased. A powerboat may 
be used for the purpose of retrieving migratory game birds. 


Hunting on Sunday 


You may not carry or discharge a firearm, except bows or 

crossbows, on Sunday for the purpose of hunting in: 

a) Any county except the County of Renfrew (except the 
Township of Raglan), the United Counties of Prescott- 
Russell, and the Township of Haldimand in the County 
of Northumberland 

b) Any regional municipality lying south of the French and 
Mattawa rivers 

c) The City of Toronto 

d) The territorial districts of Muskoka, and Parry Sound and 
that part of the Territorial District of Nipissing comprising 
the geographic townships of Boulter and Chisholm and 
the parts of the geographic townships of Ballantyne, Butt, 
Finlayson, McCraney and Paxton lying west of the western 
boundary of Algonquin Provincial Park. 


The above does not apply to hunting on a licensed game bird 
hunting preserve. 


Guides 


Non-residents must be accompanied by one licensed guide 
for each two hunters when hunting deer or moose in the 
Territorial District of Rainy River. 


You may not act as a guide for moose and deer hunting in 
the Territorial District of Rainy River unless you have a valid 
guide's licence. A non-resident of Canada cannot be a guide 
and cannot obtain this licence. 


Dogs 


You must licence any dogs to be used to hunt deer, moose or 
bear. There is no limit on the number of dogs that may be 
licensed and used. Dogs may not run at large in an area 
inhabited by deer, moose, elk or bear during the closed season. 


You must have an authorization or licence issued from the 
local MNR office to conduct dog training and field trials on 
game mammals and game birds during the closed season, or 
an appropriate hunting licence during the open season. 
Note: There is no authorization or licence that allows the 
chasing of wolf or coyote in the townships around Algonquin 
Park where there is a year round closed season for those species. 


In order to hunt raccoon at night, you must be accompanied 
by a dog licensed for raccoon hunting and you must have a 
resident's tag to hunt raccoon at night. 


For a dog coming into Canada from the United States, you 
must have a certificate, signed by a veterinarian licensed in 
Canada or in the United States, stating that the dog has been 
vaccinated against rabies during the preceding 36 months. 
The certificate must have a reasonably complete and legible 
description of the dog and the date of the vaccination. For 
more information, check with Canada Customs. 


Dogs may be brought into Ontario without security if you list 
them as part of the Tourist Outfitter’s and/or Sportsmen's 
equipment when completing the necessary customs forms. 


Dog Train and Trial Areas 


Under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, only persons 
who owned and operated train and trial areas on June 9, 
1997 may be licensed. Operators of these areas must have 
applied for a licence by April 1, 1999. Licences granted to 
existing owners may not be transferred. 


Licensed owners may be authorized to keep coyote, red fox, 
varying hare and cottontail in captivity for this purpose, and 
are responsible for keeping these animals in a safe, sanitary 
and humane manner. 


Chasing of coyote, red fox, varying hare and cottontail rabbit 
only is allowed. 


No hunting or possession of firearms is allowed in a train 
and trial area. 


Licensed owners must keep detailed records of usage of the areas. 
For more information about these areas, contact an MNR office. 
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Snares 


Snares cannot be used, except by licensed hunters for taking 

varying hares north of the French and Mattawa rivers with a 

snare constructed of copper or brass wire between 22 and 24 
gauge. The opening of the snare wire loop must be 10 cm 

(4 in.) or less in diameter. 


Licenced trappers may use snares under conditions specified 
in the regulations. 


Poison and Adhesives 


It is illegal to use poison and adhesives to kill, injure or 
capture wildlife. 


Trespassing 


A hunting licence does not give hunters the right to enter 

private property. 

ALWAYS ask for permission and obey signs. Signs may be in 

three formats: 

e Red or yellow markings of such a size that a circle of 10 
cm (4 inches) can be contained wholly within them. Red 
means no entry is permitted. Yellow markings mean no 
entry is permitted except for activities that may be allowed 

¢ Graphic representation of a permitted or prohibited activity 

e A written sign. 

If it is not evident what activities are allowed, ask for permission 

from the landowner. Not all land is signed. Unsigned lands may 

be private land as well. (If property is fenced, no trespassing is 
permitted without permission of the landowner.) It is your 
responsibility to find out who owns the land you wish to hunt 
on and obtain permission. If unsure, stay out. Positive 
landowner/hunter relationships are important to the 
future of hunting in Ontario. 


Be sure you are familiar with the Occupiers’ Liability Act 

and the Trespass to Property Act before entering private land. 
(You may obtain these two Acts from Publications Ontario 

or online at http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/tocBrowseCL_E.asp?lang=en). 
You will also be violating the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act if 
the landowner asks you to leave and you do not do so 
immediately, or if you do not obey signs prohibiting trespassing, 
hunting or fishing. 


In any county or regional municipality you may not hunt in a 
party of more than 12 persons without the landowner’s 
permission. 


Before hunting on Indian Reserves, ask the permission of the 
Band Council. 


If you wish to hunt deer on Barrie Island, Cockburn Island or 
Manitoulin Island, you must have with you a valid deer licence 
and the written consent of the landowner on the form provided 
by MNR. If you wish to hunt moose in WMU 65, you must 
have a moose licence, the appropriate validation tag and written 
consent of the landowner on the form provided by MNR. 
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Crown Lands 


In Ontario, travel for recreational purposes on Crown lands 
and waters is generally free and unrestricted. Generally, 
camping is allowed free on Crown lands up to 21 days at one 
site (to qualify as a separate site which can be occupied for 
an additional 21 days, a second camp site must be at least 
100 metres from the first location by that camper) or unless 
otherwise posted under the Public Lands Act. However, some 
Crown lands may have restricted-travel zones for forest fire 
prevention, officially closed forest-access roads or specific 
areas posted with signs to prohibit all or certain kinds 

of uses or travel. 


Non-residents of Canada, except those using a camping unit 
rented from a person who carries on an Ontario based 
business (commercial outfitter), require a permit to camp on 
Crown land north of the French and Mattawa rivers. 
Camping unit is defined as equipment used for the purpose 
of outdoor accommodation and includes a tent, trailer, tent- 
trailer, recreational vehicle, camper-back and any watercraft 
equipped for overnight accommodation. Contact an MNR 
office or licence issuer for permits. 


Non-residents are prohibited from camping on Crown land 
at any time of year across large areas of northern Ontario. 
These areas are generally well signed, however hunters are 
advised to check with the local MNR office for complete 
information on camping-prohibited areas. 


Some Crown lands may also be posted against hunting and 
possession of firearms to protect forest workers or other 
resource users. Contact the local MNR office for the area in 
which you wish to hunt for further information. 


Non-Resident of Canada Crown Land Camping 
Restrictions - WMUs 6, 7B, 9A, 9B. 


Non-residents must also be aware that Crown land camping 

is prohibited within 1 km of the following road systems in 

Kenora and Fort Frances Districts from October 1 - 

November 15 inclusive. 

e Hwy 71 and roads branching off of Hwy 71 from Strachan 
Road to the junction of Hwy 17 

e Hwy 596, Caribou Falls Road and Sand Lake Road and all 
roads branching off of these roads to the junction of the 
English River Road 

e Rush Bay Road and branch roads 

e Shoal Lake Road and branch roads 

e Gundy Lake Road and branch roads. 


For more information contact Kenora District at 
807-468-2501 and Fort Frances District at 807-274-5337. 


Wildlife Management Areas - 
Wildlife Extension Landowner Agreement Area / 
Provincial Wildlife Area 


There are 34 Provincial Wildlife and Wildlife Extension 
Landowner Agreement Areas in Ontario which provide hunting. 
Some areas have daily or seasonal licence fees, while others may 
be used free of charge. Some areas are only open on certain 
days of the week and for special hours and designated species. 
Detailed information on each area can be obtained from local 
MNR offices. See pages 7, 9 and 11 for listings. 


Work Permits 


The Public Lands Act states that you must have a work permit 
before you construct a new building, create trails, or do other 
modifications on Crown land. Crown land includes the 
bottom of most waterbodies. Contact an MNR office before 
you do work on Crown lands. MNR staff will advise you if you 
require a work permit. Hunters are reminded that it is an 
offence under the Public Lands Act to leave any material, 
substance or thing on Crown land. 


Game Preserves 


Except where stated in the Regulations, you may not hunt or 
trap, or use or possess firearms in Crown Game Preserves. 
You may possess firearms if you live on private land within a 
Crown Game Preserve, but you may not hunt or trap. There 


are Crown Game Preserves other than those shown on the 
maps. Contact an MNR office for more details. 


Provincial Parks 


You may not hunt (or take) any mammals, birds, amphibians or 
reptiles, in provincial parks, or have a firearm with you, unless 
otherwise provided in the Regulations. Check with your local 
MNR office or the Regulations for more details and for special 
permit requirements for hunting in Clyde, Bruton and Eyre 
townships (WMU 54). 


Hunting of wolves is prohibited in provincial parks. 


Hunting in Ontario Provincial Parks 


Permitted by regulations made under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act. Hunters should check with the appropriate Park Office 
regarding specific restrictions that apply in each park. 


SPECIES - Moose, Grouse, Varying Hare 


Lake Superior (portion) 


SPECIES - Game Birds or Game Mammals (see definition on page 94) 


Algonquin (Clyde and Bruton Twps.) 


SPECIES — Ducks, Geese, Rails, Coots and Gallinules 


Darlington McRae Point 
Lake of the Woods Polar Bear 
Long Point 


SPECIES - Game Birds, Migratory Birds or Game Mammals (see definition on page 94) 


Abitibi-De Troyes Goulais River 

Albany River Grundy Lake 

Alexander Lake Forest Gull River 

Algoma Headwaters Halfway Lake 

Algonquin Park (expanded areas only) 
(McRae Addition) Jocko Rivers 

Amable du Fond River Kap-Kig-Iwan 

Aubindadong-Nushatogaini Rivers (expanded areas only) 

Aubinadong River Kashabowie 

Aubrey Falls Kawartha Highlands 

Batchawana River Kopka River 

Big East River Lake St. Peter 

Biscotasi Lake La Cloche 

Black Creek LaMotte Lake 

Black Sturgeon River Larder River Waterway 

Blind River LaVerendrye 

Blue Lake Little Abitibi 
(expanded areas only) Little Current 

Bonnechere River Little White River 

Brightsand River Lower Madawaska River 

Chapleau-Nemegosenda River Magnetawan River 

Charleston Lake Makobe-Grays River 
(expanded areas only) Mashkinonje 

Dalton Digby Wildlands (expanded areas only) 

Dana-Jowsey Lakes Matinenda 

Eagle Dogtooth Missinaibi 


East English River 
Englehart River Fine Sand Plain 


(hunting only permitted north of 


Peterbell - contact 705-864-1710 ext. 


Waterway 214 for applicable restrictions in 
Fawn River areas north of Peterbell) 
French River Mississagi (expanded areas only) 
Fushimi Lake 


Presqu’ile Rondeau 
Rock Point Westmeath 
Mississagi River Ruby Lake 
Nagagamisis Sandbar Lake (expanded areas only) 
Nakina Moraine Sandpoint Island 
Neys (expanded areas only) Severn River 
Nimoosh Silent Lake (expanded areas only) 
Noganosh Lake Silver Falls 
North Channel Inshore Solace 
Obabika River South Bay 
Obatanga Spanish River 
Ogoki River St. Raphael 
Opeongo River Steel River 
Obonga-Ottertooth Sturgeon River 
Otoskwin-Attawapiskat River Temagami River 
Ottawa River The Massasauga 
Oxtongue River-Ragged Falls The Shoals 
Pancake Bay (expanded areas only) (hunting only permitted north of 
Pigeon River Hwy. #101) 
Pipestone River Turtle River-White Otter Lake 
Point Farms Upper Madawaska River 
Pretty River Valley WJ.B. Greenwood 
Pukaskwa River Wabakimi (expanded areas only) 
Puzzle Lake Wanapitei 
Queen Elizabeth II Wildlands Wenebegon River 
(replaces Dalton Digby Wildlands, West English River 
Schedule 78) West Montreal River 
Restoule (hunting only permitted west Whitesand 
of the Restoule River, north of Burnt Widdifield Forest 
Creek Complex and the OLL Winisk River 


addition, please contact Woman River Forest 
(705) 729-2010 for applicable 


restrictions) 
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Conservation Officers 


Conservation Officers have powers of inspection, arrest, 

search and seizure under the various statutes they enforce, 

including the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, the 

Migratory Birds Convention Act and the Fisheries Act. When 

carrying out his or her duties, or investigating an offence 

under these statutes or the corresponding regulations, a 

Conservation Officer may do the following: 

e Stop and/or inspect a vehicle, boat or aircraft 

e Inspect firearms, ammunition, game or fish 

e Ask questions relevant to the inspection 

e Inspect buildings or other places 

e Search with a warrant 

e Search without a warrant in circumstances requiring 
immediate action 

° Seize items related to the offence 

e Arrest anyone the Conservation Officer believes has 
committed, is committing, or is about to commit an offence 
under these Acts or any other legislation they may enforce. 


Conservation Officers operate random “Game Check 
Stations” throughout the year. At these stations, Conservation 
Officers collect information on game taken by hunters and 
make sure the regulations are being followed in order to 
better manage our wildlife resources. 


Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act 


The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act is the main provincial 
law regulating hunting and trapping. The Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Act is enforced by Conservation Officers and 
Deputy Conservation Officers. 


The penalties for offences under the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Act can include: 

General offences: . . $25,000, 1 year imprisonment, or both. 
Commercialization: 

related offences. . . $100,000, 2 years imprisonment, or both. 


You may obtain the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act and 
regulations at www.e-laws.gov.on.ca. 


Reporting a Violation 


If you observe or hear of a fish or wildlife violation, you can 
report the violation to a Ministry of Natural Resources District 
Office during normal business hours or call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477. Crime Stoppers can be contacted 

24 hours a day and all calls are toll free. Be sure to include 
information on the exact location of the violation, date and 
time of the violation, and a description of the individuals 
and vehicles involved. Timely and accurate information will 
assist Conservation Officers in apprehending violators and 
protect your natural resources. 
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Specially Protected Wildlife 


In Ontario, it is illegal to hunt or trap specially protected 
wildlife (see Definitions, page 95, for a list of these species) 
except in protection of property unless they are endangered 
species. 


The ministry is interested in receiving information about any 
illegal acts involving specially protected wildlife. Please 
contact the local MNR office. 


Endangered Species 


The Endangered Species Act protects 40 species of animals and 
plants and their habitats. These are: small white lady’s-slipper 
orchid, small whorled pogonia, large whorled pogonia, 
cucumber tree, prickly pear cactus, heart-leaved plantain, 
slender bush clover, horsetail spike-rush and few-flowered 
clubrush (also known as shy bulrush), wood poppy, hoary 
mountain mint, frosted elfin, blunt-lobed woodsia, drooping 
trillium, juniper sedge, nodding pogonia, pink milkwort, 
spotted wintergreen, false hop sedge, Skinner's agalinis, Virginia 
goat's-rue, western silvery aster, Karner blue butterfly, 
Blanchard’s cricket frog, northern dusky salamander, Lake Erie 
water snake, blue racer, timber rattlesnake, white pelican, bald 
eagle, golden eagle, peregrine falcon, piping plover, Eskimo 
curlew, Kirtland’s warbler, loggerhead shrike, Henslow’s 
sparrow, king rail, prothonotary warbler and eastern cougar. 


Anyone who interferes with, injures or kills an endangered 
species or destroys the habitat of an endangered species is liable 
to a fine of up to $50,000 or two years imprisonment - or 
both. Contact an MNR office for more information about 
endangered species. 


Protection of Property 


Generally, you may on your own land, capture, kill or harass 
wildlife to stop that wildlife from damaging your property. This 
does not apply to moose, caribou, elk, endangered species or the 
trapping of black bear. White-tailed deer may be killed or 
harassed with an authorization from the ministry. You may also 
use an agent if the agent is authorized by the ministry or belongs 
to a class of agents prescribed by the Regulations. There are 
exceptions to this. Contact an MNR office for further 
information. Black bears killed in protection of property 

must be immediately reported to an MNR office. A person 
may not use a body gripping trap or be in possession of a body 
gripping trap unless he or she is lawfully entitled to use the trap. 


Pending changes are also being considered for the fall of 2005 
that would require the reporting of wolves and coyotes taken in 
protection of property in the core wolf range. 


Elk and Caribou 


There is no open season for elk or caribou in Ontario. 


Game Wildlife and Parts 


You may not let the flesh of any harvested game wildlife (see 
Definitions, page 94) which is suitable for food be destroyed, 
spoiled or abandoned. This includes black bear. 


It is illegal to buy, sell or barter any game wildlife or specially 
protected wildlife or their parts, except under the authority of 
a licence and as permitted by the regulations. Contact an 
MNR office for more information. 


In addition, you may purchase only the meat of furbearing 
mammals from a person licensed to take that furbearer for 
your own use or that of your immediate family. A person 
selling a carcass of a furbearing mammal for consumption 
must advise the buyer in writing that the meat has not been 
inspected under the Meat Inspection Act. 


A person without a licence may buy or sell a single hide of 
black bear, with head and claws attached, and a single hide of 
a deer or moose, without the head attached, and a single set 
of cast antlers of caribou, elk, deer and moose if they are 
lawfully acquired. 


A person who wishes to buy more than a single hide or 
single set of cast antlers must have a dealer’s licence. Please 
contact an MNR office. 


The above regulations apply not only to meat and parts of 
Ontario wildlife, but also to meat and parts imported into 
Ontario from outside the province. 


A charitable organization may conduct a wild game dinner if 
authorization is received from MNR. For information on 
conducting wild game dinners contact your local MNR office. 


BLACK BEAR GALLS - It is illegal to possess a black bear 
gallbladder that has been removed from a black bear. 


Possession of Accidentally Killed Animals 


If you wish to keep animals including certain birds (other 
than migratory birds) killed by natural or other accidental 
causes including road kills, a Certificate of Reporting Game 
must be obtained. In the case of black bear, moose, deer, elk 
and caribou, you must report the acquisition to an MNR 
office immediately. For specially protected raptors and 
furbearing mammals, you must make the report within two 
working days from when you acquired the animal. You need 
a Licence to Possess a Pelt for furbearing mammals. In 
addition, anyone who acquires a specially protected raptor 
(see Definitions page 95) must take the carcass to an MNR 
office for registration within five working days of the 
acquisition. For migratory birds, contact the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, Burlington at (905) 336-6410. 


A person who kills a specially protected raptor or a 
furbearing mammal in protection of property, and is 
planning to keep the carcass, must report the acquisition. 


A person who kills a black bear in protection of his/her 
property must report it to the MNR district/area office 
whether or not the carcass is kept. 


Export and Shipping 


You must have an Ontario export permit to export moose, 
deer and bear or any part thereof from Ontario (see pages 32, 
57 and 78 for more information). 


An Ontario export permit for non-residents is $35.00. For 
residents of Ontario, export permits are issued at no charge. 


Residents and non-residents may export from Ontario game 
wildlife legally killed under the appropriate licence, if they 
produce a valid hunting licence for those species. 


A resident may temporarily transport moose, deer or bear out 
of Ontario without an export permit if the resident is on the 
way to a location in Ontario, and does not leave any of the 
wildlife outside Ontario. 


You must have an Ontario export permit to export any 
furbearing mammal, or its pelt from Ontario (see page 84 for 
more information). 


The Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is an international 
agreement which regulates trade in a number of species of 
animals and plants, their parts and derivatives, and any 
articles made from them. You need a CITES permit to export 
wolf, black bear or several other species from Canada. 


The CITES permit requirement is waived for U.S. or Canadian 
residents in some instances (see page 79). In some instances 
both a CITES permit and a provincial export permit are 
required. 


CITES permits are currently available free of charge from 
most MNR offices. 


For more information on CITES see www.cites.ca. 


It is an offence to possess wildlife that was killed, captured, 
taken, possessed, transported, bought, sold or removed from 
another jurisdiction contrary to the laws of that jurisdiction. 


It is an offence to sell wildlife from another jurisdiction if the 
sale is not permitted in the jurisdiction that it was originally 
exported from. 


Wildlife in Captivity 


The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act requires you to have a 
licence in order to keep game and specially protected wildlife 
in captivity. Contact an MNR office for more information. 
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Like all meat, wild game needs to be handled properly. 


Unlike domestic animals that go through licenced processing 
plants, meat from wild game is not government inspected. 
This places a special duty on the hunter to field dress, transport 
and process wild game in a manner that ensures the final meat 
product is as safe as possible for human consumption. 


BIG GAME 
Field Dressing 


Field dressing, or gutting, is the process of removing the 
entrails (internal organs) from the animal to promote 
cooling of the carcass and prevent the meat from spoiling. 


Big game like white-tailed deer, moose and bear should be 
field dressed immediately after the kill to protect the quality 
of the meat. 


If the animal is lying in water, mud or other debris, move it 
to a better location where you can keep it as clean as possible 
while field dressing. Roll the animal on its back or side. If 
possible, position it with the head higher than the rump. 


Cut a line up from the crotch to the tip of the sternum (where 
the rib cage ends and the belly starts). The weight of the 
stomach, or rumen, and intestines will pull down away from 
the incision, lessening the chance of puncturing these organs. It 
is best to cut with the blade up and out of the cavity, which 
helps to prevent cutting into the rumen or intestines and also 
prevents dragging hair into the stomach cavity. After freeing the 
colon from the body by cutting around the anus, tie a string 
around the colon just in front of the anus, to prevent feces from 
falling out into the body cavity. 


Cut around the diaphragm, carefully cut the windpipe free at 
the throat and free any internal organs by cutting through the 
tissue attaching them to the backbone area of the animal. 
Pull the windpipe and entrails out onto the ground. Care 
must be taken not to tear or puncture intestines, stomach or 
bladder. However, if rumen, intestinal or bladder contents 
have spilled onto the carcass, wipe it with clean paper towels. 
Once all the entrails are removed, turn the carcass on its side 
or belly and allow all the blood to drain out. 
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Do not wash out the body cavity with natural water sources 
in the bush. These are prime sources of contamination. 
Instead, use paper towels to wipe out the carcass. Keep the 
exposed surfaces of the meat as dry as possible. 


The body cavity should be propped open to allow air to 
circulate freely. 


In warmer weather, it is best to get the skin off the animal as 
soon as possible. Lightweight cheesecloth bags or specially 
designed meat bags will help keep debris and litter from 
getting on the meat and will not interfere with cooling. In 
cold weather, the skin can be left on the carcass until you get 
to camp or home. If you are leaving the carcass or quarters in 
the bush for transport at a later time, use your rope and a 
handy tree branch to pull it/them up off the ground. This 
allows air to circulate and cool the meat. 


Transporting 


You will likely be transporting your animal from the bush 
by dragging it, or with an ATV or other vehicle. If you are 
dragging, pull the animal by its head and avoid dragging it 
through water or mud. Avoid getting leaves and other debris 
inside the body cavity. 


You may have to quarter larger animals like moose for 
transport from the bush. When quartering the animal make 
sure the knife, axe and/or saw you use is clean and keep the 
meat free of dirt. 


When transporting game by vehicle, be sure to keep the 
carcass away from engine heat, gasoline, sunlight, and road 
dust to prevent spoilage. Position the carcass to allow air 
circulation on all sides. Use cheesecloth or other clean 
wrapping to protect the meat. Never use plastic wrap, bags or 
tarps to wrap freshly killed game carcasses or meat in the 
field, as plastic holds heat and moisture, and can cause the 
meat to spoil. 


Hanging and Cooling 


Ideally, game carcasses should be cooled as soon as possible 
to a temperature not exceeding 7° Celsius (45°F). Hang the 
meat in a place that is cool and dry. If the animal is hung 
in a shed or garage, make sure potential contaminants 

(e.g. stored gasoline) are first removed. Always make sure 
there is good air circulation. 


Inspect the carcass and the area of the wound. Any areas of 
blood clotting and tissue damage should be removed with a 
clean knife. If left unattended, these spots become sites of 
decomposition that will spread to other areas. If your animal 
is hung whole, be sure to cut up the throat and remove the 
entire windpipe and esophagus, as these can be prime 
locations for early meat spoilage. Use clean paper towels to 
wipe out the body cavity to remove hair or other debris. If 
you are in camp for several days and insects are present, 
check often to insure flies are not laying eggs on the carcass. 


If the weather is too warm and you do not have a means of 
maintaining the ideal conditions for hanging and aging, then 
the animal should be butchered as soon as possible. Before 
you go hunting make sure you have located a processing 
plant that will take your animal or make other arrangements 
to have the butchering done. 


GAME BIRDS 


Game birds should have the entrails removed as soon as 
possible, using a clean knife and latex gloves. 


Game birds can be plucked or skinned. 


Birds must be cooled or the meat will spoil. They should 

be cooled and maintained at a temperature not exceeding 

4° Celsius (39°F). Do not pile birds together in a bag or box. 
Do not leave waterfowl in the bottom of boats where water, 
mud and spilled gasoline may contaminate the meat. 


Quick cleaning and freezing reduces bacteria and preserves 
the quality of the meat. If birds have heavy tissue damage 
from shot, they can be soaked in a solution of cool salt water 
to remove clotted blood before freezing them. 





RABBITS, HARES and SQUIRRELS 


For cleaning small game, always use disposable gloves and a 
clean knife. 


Peel the hide completely off and remove the tail before 
cutting the abdomen open and removing the entrails. Trim 
away any shot-damaged meat. The carcass should be cooled 
and maintained at a temperature not exceeding 4° Celsius 
(39°F), as soon as possible. 


PREPARING AND COOKING WILD MEAT FOR 
CONSUMPTION 


Always wash your hands in warm, soapy water before 
preparing food and keep raw meat away from other food. 


Thaw your meat in the refrigerator, microwave or oven, not 
on the kitchen counter. At room temperature, bacteria can 
grow in the outer layers of food before the inside thaws. 


Utensils, equipment and food contact surfaces must be 
cleaned and sanitized after each use. Disinfecting is especially 
important where wild game or fish is being prepared in the 
same kitchen as regular “store-bought” meat, poultry or fish. 
Disinfection must occur between the two types of 
preparations. 


You risk your health and the health of others when you do 
not thoroughly cook meat. Health officials indicate that meat 
must be cooked to a temperature of 82° Celsius (180° F) or 
higher. Use a meat thermometer to check that meat is cooked 
all the way through. Clean the thermometer after each use. 
Red meat is cooked when it is brown or grey inside and birds 
are cooked when the juices run clear. 


For additional information on safe food handling and meat 
preparation, consult your local public health unit. 


For more detailed guidelines on field dressing, skinning, 
and processing wild game, please refer to Ontario’s Hunter 
Education Manual or log on to 
www.MNR.gov.on.ca/MNR/fwmenu.html and click on “hunting”. 
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ANTLERLESS DEER: 
Deer that have no antlers or antlers that are less than 7.5 cm (3 inches) long. 
Generally, antlerless deer include adult female deer and fawns of both sexes. 





BEAR MANAGEMENT AREA: 
An area of Crown land licensed to an operator for providing bear hunting 
services to non-resident bear hunters. 





CONTROLLED HUNT: 
Hunts in which the total number of hunters is restricted. A hunter needs a 
controlled hunt validation tag to participate in a controlled hunt. 





CONSERVATION OFFICER: 

A Conservation Officer or a Deputy Conservation Officer appointed under 
the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act. This term also includes a member of 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, a police officer or First Nations 
Constable appointed under the Police Services Act, a game officer designated 
under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, a park warden designated under 
the National Parks Act if acting under the direction of a Conservation Officer, 
and a person whose primary employment responsibility is enforcement of 
fish and wildlife laws in a border jurisdiction if he or she is acting under the 
direction of a Conservation Officer. 





ENCASED: 
A firearm is encased if the firearm is completely contained in a case so 
that it cannot be loaded or unloaded. 





EXPORT PERMIT: 
The permit required to take a moose, white-tailed deer, black bear or 
furbearer, or any part of them, out of Ontario. 





GAME WILDLIFE: 
Game wildlife means a furbearing mammal, game amphibian, game bird, 
game mammal or game reptile. 





FURBEARING MAMMALS: 

Badger, beaver, bobcat, coyote, fisher, arctic fox, gray fox, red fox (all phases), 
lynx, marten, mink, muskrat, opossum, otter, raccoon, red squirrel, striped 
skunk, weasel (least, long-tailed and short-tailed), wolf, wolverine and 

polar bear. 





GAME MAMMALS: 

Black bear, woodland caribou, cottontail rabbit, white-tailed deer, 
American elk, European hare, varying hare, moose, gray (black) squirrel 
and fox squirrel. 


GAME BIRDS: 

Northern bobwhite, ruffed grouse, sharp-tailed grouse, spruce grouse, gray 
(Hungarian) partridge, ring-necked pheasant, rock ptarmigan, willow 
ptarmigan and wild turkey. 


GAME REPTILES: Common snapping turtle. 


GAME AMPHIBIANS: Bullfrogs. 


HUNTING: 

Includes lying in wait for, searching for, being on the trail of, pursuing, 
chasing or shooting at wildlife, whether or not the wildlife is killed, 
injured, captured or harassed. You need a hunting licence to do any of 
these things, except where the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act states 
otherwise. 
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LICENCES, TAGS AND GAME SEALS: 

OUTDOORS CARD: 

An Outdoors Card constitutes a licence to hunt the animals and birds 
specified on the licence tag when that tag is affixed to the card and 
accompanied by any applicable paper hunting licences and game seals 
and/or validation tags. 


LICENCE TAG: 
Means a tag which, when affixed to an Outdoors Card, constitutes a 
licence to hunt animals or birds, or a class thereof, specified on the tag. 


E-LICENCE: 

E-licences are resident licences which are available over the Internet and 
must be printed by the angler or hunter. These licences, when 
accompanied by an Outdoors Card, allow the angler or hunter to 
immediately enjoy the open season. 


GAME SEAL: 

The seal that must be attached to a moose, deer, wild turkey or black bear 
as soon as the animal is killed. Regulations are proposed which would 
require a game seal for wolves and coyotes in designated WMUs (see page 4). 
The game seal must remain attached to the animal while it is transported. 


ADDITIONAL GAME SEAL: 

A game seal, purchased in addition to the game seal that comes with the 
deer or bear licence, which allows the hunter to harvest an additional 
animal under certain conditions. An additional game seal is NOT a 
licence to hunt for the species. A licence must be purchased before the 
additional game seal is valid for use. 


VALIDATION TAG OR CERTIFICATE: 
Means a tag or certificate which validates a licence to hunt game animals 
of a specified number, age or sex or in a specified area. 


VALIDATION TAG (RESIDENTS) 

A validation tag must be affixed to the front of the game seal to allow 
resident hunters to hunt adult moose or antlerless deer. In WMUs 48, 
55A, 55B and 57, a specific calf validation tag is required to hunt calf 
moose. A validation tag is also required to take part in the controlled 
hunts for deer. A validation tag for a controlled hunt must be carried 
on your person and not affixed to the game seal. 


Moose and deer licences obtained by telephone are validated 

by the ministry on the game seal itself. They are valid for calf moose or 
antlered deer in other WMUs except for calf moose in WMU 48, 55A, 
55B and 57, during the regular open season providing the game seal 
has not been used. 


VALIDATION TAG (NON-RESIDENTS) 

A moose validation tag must be affixed to the back of the 
non-resident hunter's licence. 

VALIDATION CERTIFICATE A validation certificate must be 
carried by non-resident black bear hunters. 





MOTORBOAT: 

Motorboat means a boat with a motor that is attached to the boat and 
that is capable of being used as a means of propulsion, and includes any 
floating object being towed by a motorboat. 


MUZZLE-LOADER: 

A muzzle-loader is a gun that is loaded through the muzzle. A percussion 
muzzle-loading gun is considered to be loaded if there is a charge of powder 
and a projectile in the barrel and a percussion cap on the nipple. A flintlock 
muzzle-loading gun is considered to be loaded if there is a charge of powder 
and a projectile in the barrel and the vent is unplugged. 


NON-RESIDENT: 
A person who does not qualify as a resident (see Resident). The ownership 
of property in Ontario does not qualify a person for a resident's licence. 





NORTHERN RESIDENT MOOSE VALIDATION TAG DRAW: 

A second draw, done after the normal draw for validation tags is completed, 

in which all hunters: 

* Unsuccessful in the draw for a tag in the current year and the two 
previous years AND 

* Residing in Northern Ontario at the time of their 2005 application 
AND 

* Applying for a tag in a WMU north of the French and Mattawa Rivers, 
are eligible for the reserve of five per cent of the validation tag quota 
available in the WMU to which they have applied. 





PARTY HUNTING: 

The term "Party Hunting" means two or more persons hunting during an 

open season for moose, deer or black bear under all of the following 

conditions: 

* Each person has a valid licence to hunt moose, deer or black bear. 

* The total number of moose, deer or black bear killed by the 
party does not exceed the total number of game seals held by the 
members of the party licensed to hunt that species. 

* The total number of moose, deer or black bear of a specified sex, age or 
type killed by the party does not exceed the total number of game seals 
validated for that sex, age or type that are held by members of the party. 

* All members of the party hunt together in the same Wildlife 
Management Unit or portion thereof for which the game seal is valid. 

* Each member of the party hunts within 5 kilometers of the person who 
holds the game seal that is valid for the wildlife being hunted. 

* Each member of the party must be able to reliably and 
immediately communicate with other members of the party. 


The person who kills the wildlife while hunting in a party shall 
immediately notify all other members of the party the wildlife has been 
killed and the game seal holder shall immediately affix the game seal to 
the wildlife in the manner prescribed on the game seal. 





PELT: 
The untanned skin of a furbearing mammal, whether or not the skin is on 
a carcass. 





RESIDENT: 

A person whose primary residence is Ontario, and who has resided in 
Ontario for a period of at least six consecutive months during the previous 
12 months before the time that the person’s residence is relevant. 


SAME-SEX PARTNER: 
Means either of two persons of the same sex who live together in a conjugal 
relationship. 





SELECTIVE HARVEST SYSTEM: 

The system that controls the harvest of breeding moose and deer. 

The harvest of adult moose and antlerless deer is restricted to those who 
hold the appropriate validation tag, which is obtained through a random 


draw. The harvest of calf moose in WMUs 48, 55A, 55B and 57 is 
restricted to those who hold the appropriate validation tag, which is 
obtained through a random draw. 





SIBLING: 
Each of two or more children having one or both parents in common. 


SPECIALLY PROTECTED WILDLIFE: 

Specially protected wildlife means a specially protected mammal, specially 
protected bird, specially protected reptile, specially protected amphibian or 
specially protected invertebrate. 


SPECIALLY PROTECTED MAMMALS: 

Big brown bat, eastern pipistrelle bat, hoary bat, least bat, little brown 
bat, northern long-eared bat, red bat, silver-haired bat, eastern chipmunk, 
least chipmunk, northern flying squirrel, southern flying squirrel, arctic 
shrew, cinereus (masked) shrew, least shrew, northern short-tailed shrew, 
pygmy shrew, smoky shrew and water shrew. 


SPECIALLY PROTECTED BIRDS (Raptors): 

Bald eagle, golden eagle, peregrine falcon, northern goshawk, gyrfalcon, 
northern harrier, broad-winged hawk, Cooper's hawk, red-shouldered hawk, 
red-tailed hawk, rough-legged hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, American kestrel, 
American swallow-tailed kite, merlin, osprey, barred owl, boreal owl, 
burrowing owl, barn owl, eastern screech owl, great gray owl, great horned 
owl, long-eared owl, northern hawk owl, northern saw-whet owl, 
short-eared owl, snowy owl and turkey vulture. 


SPECIALLY PROTECTED BIRDS (other than Raptors): 
Brewer's blackbird, rusty blackbird, yellow-headed blackbird, blue jay, 
gray jay, belted kingfisher, white pelican and common raven. 


SPECIALLY PROTECTED REPTILES: 

Blue racer, eastern massasauga rattlesnake, five-lined skink, black rat snake, 
Butler's garter snake, eastern fox snake, eastern hognose snake, eastern 
smooth green snake, Lake Erie water snake, milk snake, northern 

water snake, queen snake, eastern spiny softshell turtle, Blanding’s turtle, 
map turtle, midland painted turtle, musk turtle, spotted turtle, western 
painted turtle and wood turtle. 


SPECIALLY PROTECTED AMPHIBIANS: 

Blanchard’s cricket frog, blue-spotted salamander, eastern tiger 
salamander, four-toed salamander, Jefferson salamander, northern dusky 
salamander, redback salamander, smallmouth salamander, spotted 
salamander, two-lined salamander, Fowler's toad and gray treefrog. 


SPECIALLY PROTECTED INVERTERBRATES: 

Karner blue butterfly, monarch butterfly, West Virginia white butterfly, 
mottled dusky wing, bog elfin, frosted elfin, black swallowtail, giant 
swallowtail, Old World swallowtail, pipevine swallowtail, spicebush 
swallowtail, tiger swallowtail and zebra swallowtail. 





VEHICLE 

Vehicle means any kind of vehicle that is driven, propelled or drawn on 
land or ice by any kind of power, including muscular power, and includes 
the rolling stock of a railway. 





WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT UNITS (WMUs): 

Numbered divisions of the province used for wildlife management. WMU 
numbers are used in the tables for open seasons to indicate the relevant 
geographic areas of the province. Contact an MNR office for exact 
descriptions of WMU boundaries. 
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Ministry of Natural Resources Offices 





If you are not sure whether you can hunt at a certain 


time and place, or if you have any questions about the regulations, contact: 


e The MNR office nearest to where you plan to hunt 
e The Natural Resources Information Centre 


General Inquiry 1-800-667-1940 


OR 


e MNR by e-mail at: mnr.nric@mnr.gov.on.ca 


The following list of MNR offices includes Wildlife Management 
Units (WMU) which fall into their jurisdiction. 


NOTE: more than one MNR office may have administrative 


responsibilities for a WMU. 





Southern Region 


Aurora, Greater Toronto Area (GTA) 
(WMUs 72B, 73 [Durham Region 
only], 78, 79C, 79D) 

50 Bloomington Road W., 
L4G 3G8 

(905) 713-7400 

Fax: (905) 713-7359 


Aylmer (WMUs 904A, 90B, 91, 92) 
353 Talbot Street W., NSH 288 
(519) 773-9241 
Fax: (519) 773-9014 


Chatham (WMUs 93, 94, 95) 
870 Richmond Street W., 
Box 1168 N7M 5J5 
(519) 354-7340 
Fax: (519) 354-0313 


Bancroft (WMUs 51, 54, 55A, 56, 57, 
60A, 61, 62, 63) 
106 Monck Street, Box 500, Hwy 28 
KOL 1C0 
(613) 332-3940 
Fax: (613) 332-0608 


Minden 

Box 820, Hwy. 35 By-pass KOM 2K0O 
(705) 286-1521 

Fax: (705) 286-4355 


Guelph 
(WMUs 80, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89) 
1 Stone Road W., Stone Rd. 
Complex, corner of Stone Rd. W. 
and Gordon St. N1G 4Y2 
(519) 826-4955 
Fax: (519) 826-4929 


Clinton 

100 Don Street, Box 819 NOM 1L0 
(519) 482-3428 

Fax: (519) 482-5031 


Vineland 

4890 Victoria Avenue N., 
P.O. Box 5000 

Vineland Station LOR 2E0 
(905) 562-4147 

Fax: (905) 562-1154 


Kemptville 
(WMUs 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 69B) 
Postal Bag 2002, 10 Campus Drive 
KOG 1Jo 
(613) 258-8204 
Fax: (613) 258-3920 


Midhurst 
(WMUs 76, 77, 81, 82, 83, 84) 
2284 Nursery Road LOL 1X0 
(705) 725-7500 
Fax: (705) 725-7584 
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Owen Sound 

1450 Seventh Avenue E. N4K 2Z1 
(519) 376-3860 

Fax: (519) 372-3305 


Parry Sound 
(WMUs 46, 47, 49, 50, 53) 
7 Bay Street P2A 184 
(705) 746-4201 
Fax: (705) 746-8828 


Bracebridge 

R.R. 2, Hwy. 11, 1350 
High Falls Road P1L 1W9 
(705) 645-8747 

Fax: (705) 645-8372 


Pembroke (WMUs 48, 55B, 58, 59) 
31 Riverside Drive K8A 8R6 
(613) 732-3661 
Fax: (613) 732-2972 


Peterborough (WMUs 62, 68, 69A, 
70, 71, 72A, 73, 74, 75) 
300 Water Street, 
P.O. Box 7000 K9J 8M5 
(705) 755-2001 
Fax: (705) 755-3125 


Kingston 

Ontario Government Building, 
Beechgrove Complex, 

51 Heakes Lane K7M 9B1 
(613) 531-5700 

Fax: (613) 531-5730 


Tweed 

126 Old Troy Road KOK 3JO 
(613) 478-2330 

Fax: (613) 478-1389 


Northwest Region 


Dryden (WMUs 5, 8, 15A) 
479 Government Street 
(Hwy. 17), Box 730 P8N 2Z4 
(807) 223-3341 
Fax: (807) 223-2824 


Ignace 

(Corner of Hwy. 17 & 599) 
Box 448 POT 1TO 

(807) 934-2233 

Fax: (807) 934-2304 


Fort Frances (WMUs 9A, 9B, 10, 
11A, 12A, 12B) 
922 Scott Street PIA 1J4 
(807) 274-5337 
Fax: (807) 274-4438 


Atikokan 

108 Saturn Avenue POT 1CO 
(807) 597-6971 

Fax: (807) 597-6185 


2006 


Kenora 
(WMUs 6, 7A, 7B) 
808 Robertson Street, Box 5080 
PON 3X9 
(807) 468-2501 
Fax: (807) 468-2736 


Nipigon (WMUs 14, 17, 18A, 18B, 
19, 20, 21A) 
5 Wadsworth Dr., Box 970 POT 2JO 
(807) 887-5000 
Fax: (807) 887-2993 


Geraldton 

208 Beamish Avenue W., 
Box 640 POT 1MO 
(807) 854-1030 

Fax: (807) 854-0335 


Terrace Bay 

Hwy. 17, Box 280 POT 2W0 
(807) 825-3205 

Fax: (807) 825-3400 


Red Lake (WMUs 2, 3) 
227 Howey Street, Box 5003 
POV 2MO 
(807) 727-2253 
Fax: (807) 727-2861 


Sioux Lookout 
(WMUs 1C, 4, 16A, 16B) 
49 Prince Street, Box 309 P8T 1A6 
(807) 737-1140 
Fax: (807) 737-1813 


Thunder Bay 
(WMUs 11B, 13, 15A, 15B, 16C) 
435 James Street S., Suite BOO1 
P7E 688 
(807) 475-1471 
Fax: (807) 475-1527 


Northeast Region 


Chapleau (WMU 31) 
190 Cherry Street POM 1KO 
(705) 864-1710 
Fax: (705) 864-0681 


Cochrane 
(WMUs 1A, 1B, 1D, 25, 26, 27) 
2 Third Avenue, Box 730 POL 1C0 
(705) 272-4365 
Fax: (705) 272-7183 


Moosonee 

34 Revillion Road N., 
Box 190 POL 1Y0 
(705) 336-2987 

Fax: (705) 336-2983 


Hearst (WMUs 22, 23, 24) 
613 Front Street, Box 670 POL 1NO 
(705) 362-4346 
Fax: (705) 372-2245 





Kapuskasing 

R.R. 2, Hwy 11 W,, Box 2, PSN 2X8 
(705) 335-6191 

Fax: (705) 337-9345 


Kirkland Lake (WMU 28) 
10 Government Road E., Box 910 
P2N 3K4 
(705) 568-3222 
Fax: (705) 568-3200 


North Bay (WMUs 40, 41, 47) 
3301 Trout Lake Road P1A 4L7 
(705) 475-5550 
Fax: (705) 475-5500 


Sault Ste. Marie 
(WMUs 35, 36, 37, 45) 
64 Church Street P6A 3H8 
(705) 949-1231 
Fax: (705) 949-6450 


Blind River 

62 Queen Ave., Box 190 POR 1B0 
(705) 356-2234 

Fax: (705) 356-7441 


Sudbury 
(WMUs 38, 39, 42, 43A, 43B, 44) 
3767 Hwy. 69 South, Suite 5 
P3G 1E7 
(705) 564-7823 
Fax: (705) 564-7879 


Espanola 

148 Fleming Street P5E 1R8 
(705) 869-1330 

Fax: (705) 869-4620 


Timmins (WMUs 29, 30) 
Ontario Government Complex, 
Hwy 101 East (at Florence), 
P.O. Bag 3090, South Porcupine 
PON 1HO 
(705) 235-1300 
Fax: (705) 235-1377 


Gogama 

5 Low Ave., Box 129 POM 1WO 
(705) 894-2000 

Fax: (705) 894-2040 


Wawa (WMUs 21B, 32, 33, 34) 
160 Mission Rd., Box 1160 POS 1KO 
(705) 856-2396 
Fax: (705) 856-7511 


Manitouwadge 

Postal Bag Service 

100 Manitou Road POT 2C0 
(807) 826-3225 

Fax: (807) 826-4631 


